
Summer is a great time to donate blood! 
Go to www.hba.org/giveblood to see the locations, dates and times of 

upcoming blood drives in Houston.
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The Golf Tournament, 
held April 20, raised over $30,000 
for The Houston Bar Foundation.

We would like to thank our 
generous sponsors 
and contributors.

HBA President Alistair Dawson speaks to 
golfers after a successful day on the green.

69th Annual HBA Golf Tournament

HBA Receives Awards from State Bar of Texas
The Houston Bar Association was 

recognized by the State Bar of Texas with 
several awards for outstanding programs at 
the Bar Leaders Recognition Luncheon, held 
during the State Bar’s Annual Meeting in 
Dallas.

The HBA earned a Star of Achievement 
Award for the expansion of the Houston 
Volunteer Lawyers (HVL) Pro Se Assistance 
Clinic, located in the Harris County Law 
Library. The clinic expands services provided 
through the HVL Courthouse Booth in the 
Harris County Civil Courthouse. The clinic 
is staffed by volunteer attorneys who assist 

low-income individuals representing them-
selves in family court. The clinic has been 
open Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 
a.m. until noon, but will further expand to 
five days week beginning in July 2017.

The HBA also earned a Star of Achieve-
ment Award for its program on diversity, 
equality and inclusion from the LGBTQ 
perspective. The association was recognized 
for its proactive policies and education of 
members through seminars on unconscious 
bias and workplace issues, recruitment of 
LGBT leadership on HBA committees, AIDS 
outreach programs, and the first issue of 

the HBA’s magazine, The Houston Lawyer, 
devoted to LGBTQ jurisprudence.

The Houston Lawyer magazine was 
named best overall newsletter and the maga-
zine also won two individual article awards. 
Bill Kroger’s article, “Professional and Per-
sonal Notes on Capt. James Addison Baker,” 
won the award for feature/human interest, 
while Mariame Aana’s article, “What Do 
DREAMERS Dream Of?” won the award for 
best news article.

The 11,400-member Houston Bar Asso-
ciation won the awards in the category of bar 
associations with more than 5,000 members.

Tournament Sponsors 
KoonsFuller Family Law 

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Additional Sponsors 
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels, Agosto & 

Aziz
Advanced Discovery
ATA Associates, Inc.

Ahmad, Zavitsanos, Anaipakos, Alavi & 
Mensing, P.C.
Baker Nissan

Beck Redden LLP

Brazil Company
CCI Court Reporting

Christian Smith & Jewell, LLP
Citi Private Bank Law Firm Group

CS DISCO
Doeren Mayhew CPA’s and Advisors

Duff & Phelps, LLC
The Hon. Mike Engelhart

Engineering Systems Inc. (ESI)
Esquire Deposition Solutions

FindLaw
Fox Reporting

Frost Bank

Germer PLLC
Hanna & Hanna

Jim S. Adler & Associates
Josephson Dunlap

KoonsFuller Family Law
The Hon. Scott Link

Locke Lord LLP
The Hon. Sylvia Matthews
MDD Forensic Accountants

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Myres & Associates PLLC
Rimkus Consulting Group

The Hon. Robert K. Schaffer
Seyfarth Shaw

The Hon. Jeff Shadwick, 55th District Court
Spurlock Law Firm

TSG Reporting
Wells Fargo Legal Specialty Group

Xact Data Discovery



	 Benny Agosto, Jr., partner at Abraham, 
Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels, Agosto & Aziz, 
has received the Humanitarian Award in the 
category of Male Philanthropist by the Latino 
Learning Center, which serves the community 
through adult education and services for the 
elderly and disabled.
	 The law firm of Baker McKenzie celebrat-
ed its 20th anniversary in Houston on April 27 
with a party at the Armadillo Palace, featuring 
Texas country music star Robert Earl Keen.
	 Christopher L. Bell, an environmental, 
energy and natural resources practice share-
holder at Greenberg Traurig LLP, has been 
selected as an industry leader in the third 
annual issue of Energy and Environmental 
Trailblazers, published by The National Law 
Journal.
	 Nelson Block, Winstead shareholder and 
chair of the firm’s Finance & Banking Practice 
Group, was honored with the Boy Scouts of 
America’s Silver Buffalo Award, the highest 
honor for adult volunteers. Block has been a 
volunteer leader for 48 years, during which he 
co-founded three Scout units, helped 133 boys 
earn their Eagle Scout rank, and rendered 28 
years of pro bono legal service as attorney for 
the Houston area council. Block also is a pub-
lished expert on Scouting history.

	 Ian P. Faria, managing partner of the 
Houston office of Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP, has been selected as a 
Fellow of the Construction Lawyers Society 
of America, an invitation-only, international 
honorary association of lawyers specializing in 
construction law and related fields.
	 Robin C. Gibbs, founding partner at Gibbs 
& Bruns LLP, received the 2017 Ronald D. 
Secrest Outstanding Trial Lawyer Award from 
the Texas Bar Foundation at its annual dinner 
held June 23 in Dallas. The award recognizes 
an outstanding, active trial lawyer who has 
demonstrated high ethical and moral standards, 
and exceptional professional conduct that 
enhances the image of the trial lawyer.
	 The Texas Access to Justice Foundation has 
created the Joe Jamail Endowment for Veteran 
Legal Services, in honor of Texas attorney Joe 
Jamail, who was a legend in the legal com-
munity and well-known for his philanthropic 
efforts. The endowment is dedicated to making 
sure Texas veterans have access to free legal 
help they need to successfully integrate back 
into civilian life and secure the rights and bene-
fits for which they risked their lives, according 
to TAJF.
	 Sallie Wyatt-Woodell, a litigation paralegal 
at Hogan Lovells, served as a Grand 

Marshall at the Houston Pride Parade on June 
24. She has served on the boards of numer-
ous LGBT non-profits, including the Diana 
Foundation, the Kindred Spirits Foundation, 
and Out for Education.

Gibbs

Agosto

Wyatt-Woodell
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HBA People

V o l u n t e e r  O p p o r t u n i t i e s
LegalLine – Want to volunteer but only have a few hours in your 
schedule? Volunteer for LegalLine, answering legal questions, giving 
brief advice and referring other resources for help. 
       On the first and third Wednesdays of each month, volunteers work 
two-hour shifts, from 4:45-7 p.m. or 6:45-9 p.m. Firms or law offices 
are also needed for specific nights. To  volunteer or find out more about 
having your firm sponsor a LegalLine shift for the 2017 bar year, con-
tact Ashley Steininger at ashleyg@hba.org.

Speakers Bureau and Jury Service Program – Are you interested in 
serving on the Speakers Bureau panel or speaking to high school seniors 
on the importance of jury service? The Speakers Bureau sends attorneys 
to speak on a variety of topics to senior centers, schools, churches, civic 
organizations and other groups upon request. The Jury Service program 
sends attorneys to speak to high school seniors about the myths and 
realities of jury service, to encourage lifelong participation. If you are 
interested in either program, email ashleyg@hba.org.

HBA Fall Book Drive – The Lawyers for Literacy Committee will 
sponsor its annual book drive in September. Start collecting gently used 
hardback and paperback books for readers of all ages. No magazines 
or law books, please. Books are donated to homeless and domestic vio-
lence shelters, literacy groups, hospitals, and other organizations. Watch 
for drop off dates when you can deliver your books to the HBA office 
or arrange for pickup in September. For information on conducting a 
book drive in your office, contact Bonnie Simmons at (713) 759-1133 
or bonnies@hba.org.

IDEA Presentations – The HBA Interprofessional Drug Education 
Alliance (IDEA) teams volunteer attorneys with medical professionals 
for interactive presentations to 5th graders on the legal and medical con-
sequences of substance abuse. The IDEA Program will be presented at 
schools throughout Harris County on October 24 and February 28. An 
orientation will be conducted in the fall for new volunteers. If you are 
interested, contact ashleyg@hba.org.

Faria Jamail

Block

HBA Committee and 
Section Breakfasts

HBA President Alistair Dawson brought to-
gether committee co-chairs on June 7 and section 
chairs, chair-elects and treasurers on June 8 for 
breakfast meetings that gave the HBA groups the 
opportunity to discuss their goals and activities for 
the 2017-2018 bar year. Special thanks to Vinson 
& Elkins LLP for sponsoring the breakfasts.

Photos from both of the breakfasts may be 
viewed on the HBA’s Facebook page.

Eikenburg Law Week Fun Run co-chairs John 
Strohmeyer and Cassandra McGarvey present 
a PowerPoint on the 8K that benefits The 
Center. Committees were encouraged to show 
photos and other information that described 
their activities and programs.

Consumer Law Section Chair Daniel Zwart 
discusses his section’s goals. Sections were 
encouraged to partner on programs and activities 
during the coming year.

Bell



7July/August 2017 Houston Bar Bulletin

The Houston Bar Association 100 Club is a special category of membership that indicates a commitment to the advancement of the legal profession 
and the betterment of the community. The following law firms, government agencies, law schools, and corporate legal departments with five or more 
attorneys have become members of the 100 Club by enrolling 100 percent of their attorneys as members of the HBA.

Join the HBA 100 Club!

Firms of 5-24 Attorneys  
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels, 	
	 Agosto & Aziz 
Adair Myers Graves Stevenson PLLC 
Ajamie LLP 
Bair Hilty 
Baker Williams Matthiesen LLP
Baker • Wotring LLP 
The Bale Law Firm, PLLC 
Barrett Daffin Frappier Turner & Engel, 	
	 LLP 
Berg & Androphy 
Bingham, Mann, & House 
Buck Keenan LLP 
Bush & Ramirez, PLLC 
Cage Hill & Niehaus LLP 
Campbell & Riggs
Chernosky Smith Ressling & Smith 	
	 PLLC 
Christian Smith & Jewell LLP
Cogan & Partners LLP
Conner & Winters LLP 
Cooper Jackson & Boanerges PC
Cozen O’Connor 
Crady, Jewett & McCulley, LLP 
De Lange, Hudspeth, McConnell & 	
	 Tibbets LLP 
Dentons US LLP
Dobrowski, Larkin & Johnson LLP 
Dow Golub Remels & Gilbreath, PLLC 
Doyle Restrepo Harvin & Robbins 	
	 L.L.P.  
Ewing & Jones, PLLC 
Fernelius Simon PLLC  
Fisher, Boyd, Johnson & Huguenard, 	
	 LLP 
Fisher & Phillips LLP 
Fizer Beck Webster Bentley & 		
	 Scroggins PC  
Fleming | Nolen | Jez, L.L.P. 
Frank, Elmore, Lievens, Chesney & 	
	 Turet, L.L.P.  
Fullenweider Wilhite  
Funderburk Funderburk Courtois, LLP 
Galloway Johnson Tompkins Burr & 	
	 Smith A PLC  
Germer PLLC  
Givens & Johnston PLLC 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP 
Hagans Burdine Montgomery & 		
	 Rustay PC  
Hartline Dacus Barger Dreyer LLP
Hawash Meade Gaston Neese & 	
	 Cicack LLP 
Henke, Williams & Boll, LLP
Hicks Thomas LLP 
Hirsch & Westheimer PC  

Holm I Bambace LLP 
Horne Rota Moos LLP
Hunton & Williams LLP 
Irelan | McDaniel, PLLC
Jackson Lewis P.C. 
Jenkins & Kamin PC 
Johnson DeLuca Kurisky & Gould, 	
	 P.C. 
Johnson Trent & Taylor LLP 
Jones Walker LLP 
Kane Russell Coleman & Logan PC 
Kelly, Sutter & Kendrick, P.C. 
KoonsFuller, PC 
Kroger I Burrus
Law Feehan Adams LLP 
LeClairRyan 
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson 	
	 LLP  
Lorance & Thompson PC 
MacIntyre, McCulloch, Stanfield & 	
	 Young, LLP  
McGinnis Lochridge & Kilgore LLP 
McGuireWoods LLP 
MehaffyWeber PC   
Morris Lendais Hollrah & Snowden 
Nathan Sommers Jacobs PC 
Ogden Broocks & Hall, LLP 
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak & 	
	 Stewart, P.C. 
Pagel Davis & Hill PC 
Parrott Sims & McInnis, PLLC 
Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins & Mott 
Perdue & Kidd
Perdue Brandon Fielder Collins and 	
	 Mott, LLP 
Phelps Dunbar LLP 
Ramey, Chandler, Quinn & Zito, P.C. 
Reynolds Frizzell LLP 
Roach & Newton, L.L.P.  
Ross Banks May Cron & Cavin PC 
Royston Rayzor
Rusty Hardin & Associates, LLP 
Rymer Moore Jackson & Echols, P.C. 
Schiffer Odom Hicks & Johnson PLLC 
Schirrmeister Diaz-Arrastia Brem LLP 
Schwartz Page & Harding LLP
Scott, Clawater & Houston, L.L.P. 
Shannon Martin Finkelstein Alvarado 	
	 & Dunne, P.C. 
Shipley Snell Montgomery LLP 
Short Carter Morris, LLP 
Singleton Cooksey PLLC 
Smith Murdaugh Little & Bonham LLP 
Smyser Kaplan & Veselka LLP 
Sprott Newsom Quattlebaum 		
	 Messenger 
Strong Pipkin Bissell & Ledyard LLP 

Stuart PC 
Sutton McAughan Deaver, PLLC
Taunton, Snyder & Slade, P.C.
Tekell, Book, Allen, and Morris, L.L.P.
Tindall England PC
Ware, Jackson, Lee, O’Neill, Smith & 	
	 Barrow, LLP 
Watt Thompson Frank & Carver LLP 
Weinstein Tippetts & Little LLP
West Mermis, PLLC 
Weycer Kaplan Pulaski & Zuber PC 
Williams Birnberg & Andersen LLP 
Willingham, Fultz & Cougill, LLP  
Wilson Cribbs & Goren PC 
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & 	
	 Dicker LLP 
Wright Abshire, Attorneys, PC 
Wright & Close LLP 
Ytterberg Deery Knull LLP 
Zimmerman Axelrad Meyer Stern & 	
	 Wise PC 
Zukowski, Bresenhan & PIazza LLP

Firms of 25-49 Attorneys
Adams and Reese LLP 
Ahmad, Zavitsanos, Anaipakos, Alavi 	
	 & Mensing P.C.
Andrews Myers, P.C. 
Beck Redden LLP 
Blank Rome LLP
BoyarMiller 
Edison, McDowell & Hetherington LLP 
Gibbs & Bruns LLP
Greer, Herz & Adams, L.L.P.
Liskow & Lewis
Littler Mendelson PC 
Roberts Markel Weinberg Butler Hailey 	
	 PC 
Thompson & Horton LLP
Thompson Coe Cousins & Irons LLP 
Williams Kherkher Hart Boundas, LLP
Yetter Coleman LLP

Firms of 50-100 Attorneys
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
BakerHostetler LLP 
Chamberlain Hrdlicka White Williams 	
	 & Aughtry
Coats | Rose
Cokinos | Young 
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Haynes and Boone LLP 
Jackson Walker LLP 
Martin Disiere Jefferson & Wisdom 	
	 LLP 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 

Thompson & Knight LLP 
Winstead PC

Firms of 100+ Attorneys  
Andrews Kurth Kenyon LLP 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 
Bracewell LLP
Locke Lord LLP 
Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP 
Porter Hedges LLP
Vinson & Elkins LLP

Corporate Legal Departments  
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 
AT&T Texas 
BP  
CenterPoint Energy 
El Paso Corporation 
Kellogg Brown & Root, Inc. 
LyondellBasell Industries 
MAXXAM, Inc. 
Newfield Exploration Company 
Plains All American Pipeline L.P. 
Rice University 
S & B Engineers and Constructors, 	
	 Ltd. 
Sysco Corporation 
Texas Children’s Hospital 
Total E&P USA, Inc. 
University of Houston System 

Law School Faculty  
South Texas College of Law Houston 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
University of Houston Law Center

Government Agencies  
City of Houston Legal Department
Harris County Attorney’s Office 
Harris County District Attorney’s Office 
Harris County Domestic Relations 	
	 Office 
Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris 	
	 County Texas 
Port of Houston Authority of Harris 	
	 County, Texas
1st Court of Appeals
14th Court of Appeals
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12th MABATX Scholarship Luncheon – The annual Scholarship 
Luncheon sponsored by the Mexican-American Bar Association of 
Texas will take place on August 23 at 11:30 a.m. at the Doubletree 
by Hilton Hotel downtown. Individual tickets are $100 and tables are 
available for $1,000, $1,500 and $3,000. Judges attend at no charge. 
To purchase tickets and RSVP, contact Benny Agosto, Jr., at (713) 
222-7211 or bagosto@abrahamwatkins.com.

Red Mass for Legal Community, September 28 – The Archdiocese 
of Galveston-Houston invites all those associated with the study 
and administration of justice to join the annual celebration of the 
Red Mass at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart on Thursday, 
September 28, beginning at 6:00 p.m. There is an optional dinner 
immediately following the Red Mass, with an address by the Hon. 
Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Mark your calendar for September 26 and watch for 
ticket information for the dinner.

HBF Lawyers Assistance Program – The Houston Bar Foundation 
offers help to needy attorneys through the Lawyers Assistance 
Program. The Foundation’s mission includes providing relief to 
attorneys who face extreme hardship and financial need because of 
health issues or other problems. Applicants may receive assistance 
by certifying financial need to the Houston Bar Foundation Board of 
Directors. For guidelines and information, please contact Kay Sim, 
HBA executive director, at (713) 759-1133 or kays@hba.org.

Follow the HBA on Social Media – You can find the Houston Bar 
Association on Facebook (Houston Bar Association) and Twitter (@
thehba). Follow us to receive important updates on our events and 
community outreach efforts. 
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